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From the ancient days of the King Solomon to the modern 
times of Mark Twain’s romance The Prince and the 

Pauper, there were numerous legends and folk stories about 
entwined destinies of the people who shared the same date 
of birth. Many thinkers and astrologers have tried to explore 
this phenomenon, but there were no solid facts confirming 
these legends. Celestial Twins is the first evidence-based 
work that establishes the historical truth behind such myths, 
exploring 17 representative life stories. It begins as a tale of 
one curious observation of meaningful interconnectedness 
between life-paths of two historical personalities born on the 
same day of the same year. This accidental observation led 
to a systematic 15-year study of well-known celestial twins 
in which cases of such entwined life stories were detected 
and studied. This research led to the discovery of a new 
phenomenon—the Effect of Celestial Twins (ECT)—which 
demonstrates that though each human being is unique, 
there is fairly exact matching between the biographical data 
of celestial twins. All personages in these stories are well-
known historical characters, such as Ernest Hemingway, 
Oscar Wilde, Nancy Astor, King George VI, Carl Gustav 
Jung, and Pablo Casals. Each of them was believed to have an 
unprecedented life path; and yet each person in these stories 
had a “twin” who had the same unique life task, used the 
same methods to complete it, and gained the same results.
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Foreword
Although we talk so much about coincidence, we
don’t really believe in it. In our heart of hearts, we
think better of the universe; we are secretly
convinced that it is not such a slipshod haphazard
affair, that everything in it has a meaning.
                         J. B. Priestly (A Coincidence)

One of the widespread, but not evidence-based assumptions is that all people 
are born different. I had also believed this axiom until one day I started 

to test it by asking the question: how unique are we? Or, rather, how similar 
can our patterns of traits be? Of course, at first I had no idea that this naïve 
experiment would lead me to a sharp turnaround in my life, to the discovery of a 
new phenomenon, to its systematic scientific study and to writing a book about it.

At first, I chose to compare the lives of people who seemingly had no reason 
to have any resemblance between them. Surprisingly, this choice led me to 
discover a hidden order: I found out that there were numerous similarities (more 
precisely, “isomorphism”) between people born simultaneously, on the same day 
of the same year. I called those people “celestial twins” and the phenomenon 
itself, “celestial twinship” or “the Effect of Celestial Twins” (ECT). 

During 20 years of original research I collected biographical data regarding 
well-known celestial twins. I developed an original method of data analysis and 
studied more than a hundred cases of such comparative life stories. Some of these 
stories were touching; others, dramatic, but each of them left me with a strange 
magic of synchronicity. I felt myself like a “hunter of hidden patterns”; from 
time to time I became breathless observing inner interconnections and matching 
between the facts which apparently should not and could not be connected at all. 

Concluding this research, I proposed the laws of celestial twinship. One of 
them stated that “though each human being is unique, there is an isomorphic 
matching between the biographical data of members in each and every group of 
celestial twins.” My hope is that understanding of the laws of celestial twinship 
will open new opportunities and bring deeper understanding of our world.

The Russian and Hebrew versions of Celestial Twins were launched in 2006 
and in 2009, respectively. Since then, regular seminars and public lectures, radio 
and TV interviews and programs, both in Hebrew and in Russian, gave me an 
opportunity to meet my readers and to learn from their personal experiences. 
It turns out that their stories are even more amazing than my mind is able to 
grasp. Numerous readers tell me how a new kind of consciousness born from the 
concept of celestial twins helps them to become more responsible and happier 
with their choices and their attitude to life.
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But all that came later, after many years of doubt and indecision, after 
repeated testing of the data, analyzing the results and formulating conclusions. 
Before presenting the book itself, I would like to answer the most frequently 
asked question: “How did it all begin?”


